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SYSTEMS AND DEVICES FOR ISOTHERMAL
BIOCHEMICAL REACTIONS AND/OR
ANALYSIS

BACKGROUND

1. Field

This disclosure generally relates to systems and devices for
isothermal biochemical reactions, for example nucleic acid
amplification or cell growth, and/or analytic equipment to
analyze the products or results of such biochemical reactions.

2. Description of the Related Art

There are a number of known techniques to perform bio-
chemical reactions, for example to amplify nucleic acids such
as DNA and RNA.

One of the primary existing techniques is polymerase chain
reaction (PCR) method, such as that described in U.S. Pat.
No. 4,683,195; U.S. Pat. No. 4,683,202; and U.S. Pat. No.
4,800,159. Another existing technique is reverse transcription
(RT) PCR. Other techniques include ligase chain reaction
(LCR) and transcription-based amplification system (TAS).

These techniques each require repeating a set of reactions
for each sample at two or more distinctly different tempera-
tures, commonly known as thermal cycling. These techniques
typically require strict control over a wide range of tempera-
tures. There are a number of thermal cycling devices on the
market. It is commercially desirable that these thermal
cycling devices be capable of rapidly adjusting between the
desired reaction temperatures in order to increase the number
of reactions per unit of time, thereby increasing throughput
and reducing costs associated with operation of such thermal
cycling devices. The need to strictly control temperature over
a wide range with a fast response time causes these thermal
cycling devices to be expensive, for example costing between
$40,000 and $60,000. Due to these requirements, thermally
cycling device are also large, and are not suitable to being
provided in portable or handheld forms.

Amplification techniques that avoid thermal cycling are
becoming more popular. For example, strand displacement
amplification (SDA) such as described in Japanese Examined
Patent Application No. JP-B7-114718 and various modifica-
tions of SDA such as described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,824,517 and
International Patent Application Nos. W099/09211; WO95/
25180 and W099/49081. Also for example, self-sustained
replication (3SR), nucleic acid sequence based amplification
(NASBA) such as described in Japanese Patent No. 2650159,
transcription mediated amplification (TMA), and Q beta rep-
licase method such as described in Japanese Patent No.
2710159. Further examples include loop mediated isothermal
amplification (LAMP) such as described in WO00/28082 and
exponential amplification reaction (EXPAR) such as
described in U.S. Patent Application Publication Nos. 2003/
0082590, 20003/0104431; 2003/0138800 and 2003/
0165911.

It is common to employ thermal cycling devices to perform
isothermal biochemical reactions, even though thermal
cycling is not required for such isothermal processes. How-
ever, as noted above, devices capable of thermal cycling are
prohibitively expensive. Such devices are also typically large,
and not portable or suitable to handheld formats.

A number of analytic devices exist to analyze samples that
have been subjected to biochemical reactions such as nucleic
acid amplification. Such analytic devices typically employ
laser or monochromator based excitation systems. Such
devices are typically large and expensive.

Commercial acceptance of alternative amplification tech-
niques is dependent on a variety of factors, such as the cost of
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suitable devices, speed of operation and effectiveness in per-
forming amplification and/or analysis. Commercial accep-
tance may also depend on the portability of isothermal reac-
tion and/or analysis devices. Commercial acceptance may
additionally, or alternatively be dependent on the ability for
an isothermal reaction and/or analysis device to work with
existing sample holders, avoiding the need to stock multiple
types of sample holders or the need to replace existing stocks
of sample holders. Therefore, it may be desirable to have
novel biochemical reaction and/or analysis devices. The
present disclosure is directed to overcoming one or more of
the shortcomings set forth above, and providing further
related advantages.

BRIEF SUMMARY

In one aspect, the present disclosure is directed to a system
to support biochemical reactions that includes a receiver hav-
ing a plurality of receptacles formed therein, each of the
receptacles sized to at least partially receive and support a
respective one of a plurality of sample holders; an excitation
subsystem including at least a first plurality of excitation
sources positioned at least partially in the receiver to direct
electromagnetic energy toward at least a portion of a respec-
tive one of the sample holders received in a respective one of
the receptacles of the receiver, the excitation subsystem oper-
able to excite with the electromagnetic energy each of a
number of samples contained in respective ones of a plurality
of the sample holders while the sample holders are received
and supported by the receiver; a detection subsystem that
includes a plurality of detectors, each of the detectors posi-
tioned to detect emission of electromagnetic energy from a
respective sample contained in a respective one of the sample
holders that are received and supported by the receiver; and a
thermal control subsystem operable to at least approximately
maintain a temperature of the receiver at least approximately
constant for a period of time sufficient to perform an isother-
mal reaction on the samples. This may include heater and a
heat removal mechanism or a cooler or cooling mechanism
that may involve passive and/or active cooling approaches.
The excitation subsystem may include a second plurality of
excitation sources, each of the excitation sources of the sec-
ond plurality of excitation sources positioned at least partially
in the receiver to direct the electromagnetic energy toward at
least a portion of a respective one of the sample holders
received in a respective one of the receptacles of the receiver,
the electromagnetic energy directed by the excitation sources
of'the second plurality of excitation sources being of a difter-
ent wavelength than the electromagnetic energy directed by
the excitation sources of the first plurality of excitation
sources. The excitation sources may advantageously be posi-
tioned in a respective passage in the receiver to direct the
electromagnetic energy toward only a base portion of the
respective sample holder when the sample holder is posi-
tioned in the respective one of the receptacles, the base por-
tion at least proximate a bottom of the sample holder when
supported by the receiver. A filter may be positioned between
the excitation sources and the respective sample holders. A
filter may be positioned between the detectors and the respec-
tive sample holders, for example to filter at least a portion of
the electromagnetic energy emitted by at least one of the
excitation sources. The thermal control subsystem may
includes a temperature sensor to detect a temperature of a
biochemical reaction or the receiver and may include a heater
element operable to provide heat to the receiver and/or a
cooling element to withdraw heat from the receiver in
response to a difference between the detected temperature
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and a set temperature. In contrast to thermal cycling devices,
the receiver may have a large thermal mass with respect to the
samples. The receptacles may be spaced from one another by
a distance selected from 2.25 mm, 4.5 mm and 9 mm.

In another aspect, the system may include at least one
controller configured to modulate or pulsate the excitation
sources and to select a component of a response signal from
the detection elements based on the modulation or pulsation
of the excitation sources. The at least one controller may be
configured to perform Fourier transformation on the response
signal to improve a signal-to-noise ratio of the system.

In another aspect, the system may include at least one
controller configured to modulate or pulsate the excitation
sources at respective frequencies and to selecta component of
a response signal from the detection elements based on the
modulation or pulsation of the excitation sources. For
example, there may two excitation sources and one detector
per receptacle, each of the excitation sources emitting at
different wavelengths. In such an embodiment, the at least
one controller may be configured to operate the excitation
sources at different frequencies, and to demodulate a
response signal based on the frequencies. The at least one
controller may be configured to determine information about
different biochemical reactions occurring in the same recep-
tacle based on the demodulated response signal. The at least
one controller may be configured to vary a current supplied to
the excitation sources to cause each of the excitation sources
to emit at different wavelengths at different times.

In another aspect, the present disclosure is directed to a
sample holder for use with a system that excites a sample
received in the sample holder with optical electromagnetic
energy and detects optical electromagnetic energy returned
by the sample, the sample holder including a wall member at
least a portion of which provides an optical path between an
exterior of the sample holder and an interior of the sample
holder that filters a first band of wavelengths of optical elec-
tromagnetic energy in a range of optical electromagnetic
energy emitted by an excitation source of a system and passes
a second band of wavelengths of optical electromagnetic
energy detectable by a detector of the system, where optical
electromagnetic energy consists of electromagnetic energy
between an ultraviolet and an infrared portion of the electro-
magnetic spectrum, inclusive.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings, identical reference numbers identify simi-
lar elements or acts. The sizes and relative positions of ele-
ments in the drawings are not necessarily drawn to scale. For
example, the shapes of various elements and angles are not
drawn to scale, and some of these elements are arbitrarily
enlarged and positioned to improve drawing legibility. Fur-
ther, the particular shapes of the elements, as drawn, are not
intended to convey any information regarding the actual
shape of the particular elements, and have been solely
selected for ease of recognition in the drawings.

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic view of an isothermal reaction
and analysis system including a receiver to receive sample
holders, a thermal control subsystem, an excitation sub-
system, a detection subsystem and an analysis subsystem,
according to one illustrated embodiment.

FIG. 2A is a top, front, left side isometric view of a receiver
of an isothermal reaction and analysis system, according to
one illustrated embodiment.

FIG. 2B is a top plan view of the receiver of FIG. 2A.
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FIG. 2C is a front elevational view of the receiver of FIG.
2A.

FIG. 2D is a bottom plan view of the receiver of FIG. 2A.

FIG. 2E is a side elevational view of the receiver of FIG.
2A.

FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic view of an isothermal reaction
and analysis system including a receiver to receive sample
holders, a thermal control subsystem, an excitation sub-
system, a detection subsystem and an analysis subsystem,
according to another illustrated embodiment, particularly
suited for use with non-elongated sample holders, for
example plates or other substrates.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, certain specific details are
included to provide a thorough understanding of various dis-
closed embodiments. One skilled in the relevant art, however,
will recognize that embodiments may be practiced without
one or more of these specific details, or with other methods,
components, materials, etc. In other instances, well-known
structures associated with temperature control including but
not limited to voltage and/or current regulators, excitation,
detection, and/or signal and/or data processing, have not been
shown or described in detail to avoid unnecessarily obscuring
descriptions of the embodiments.

Unless the context requires otherwise, throughout the
specification and claims which follow, the word “comprise”
and variations thereof, such as, “comprises” and “compris-
ing” are to be construed in an open, inclusive sense, that is as
“including, but not limited to.”

Reference throughout this specification to “one embodi-
ment,” or “an embodiment,” or “in another embodiment”
means that a particular referent feature, structure, or charac-
teristic described in connection with the embodiment is
included in at least one embodiment. Thus, the appearance of
the phrases “in one embodiment,” or “in an embodiment,” or
“in another embodiment” in various places throughout this
specification are not necessarily all referring to the same
embodiment. Furthermore, the particular features, structures,
or characteristics may be combined in any suitable manner in
one or more embodiments.

It should be noted that, as used in this specification and the
appended claims, the singular forms “a,” “an,” and “the”
include plural referents unless the content clearly dictates
otherwise. It should also be noted that the term “or” is gen-
erally employed in its sense including “and/or” unless the
content clearly dictates otherwise.

The headings provided herein are for convenience only and
do not interpret the scope or meaning of the embodiments.

FIG. 1 shows a system 10 to support isothermal biochemi-
cal reactions, for example isothermal amplification nucleic
acids and/or isothermal cell growth using inserted fluorescent
proteins (FPs), for example Blue FPs or Green FPs, according
to one illustrated embodiment.

The isothermal reaction and analysis system 10 includes a
receiver 12 having a plurality of receptacles 14a, 146 (only
two called out in the Figure, collectively referenced as 14)
formed therein. Each of the receptacles 14 is sized to at least
partially receive and support a respective one of a plurality of
sample holders 164, 165, (only two illustrated, collectively
referenced as 16). In FIG. 1, one sample holder 16a is illus-
trated received in a respective receptacle 14a and the second
sample holder 165 is illustrated removed from the respective
receptacle 14.

The isothermal reaction system 10 also includes a thermal
control subsystem 20 operable to at least approximately
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maintain a temperature at least proximate the sample holders
14. In particular, the thermal control subsystem 20 maintains
a temperature of the receiver 12 approximately constant at a
desired or set temperature, for a period of time sufficient to
perform an isothermal reaction on the samples 17 held by the
sample holders 16.

The thermal control subsystem 20 may include one or more
heater elements 22 operable to provide heat (indicated by
arrow 24a) to the receiver 12 and/or one or more cooling
elements operable to withdraw heat from the receiver 12, in
response to a difference between the detected temperature
and at least one set temperature. In some embodiments the
heater element 22 may recycle heat (indicated by arrow 245)
from the receiver 12. In some embodiments, the at least one
heater element 22 is conductively thermally coupled to the
receiver 12 to provide heat to the sample holders 14 via the
receiver 12. In some embodiments, the one or more cooling
element is conductively thermally coupled to the receiver 12
to withdraw heat from the sample holders 14 via the receiver
12. As discussed below, in some embodiments the receiver 12
has a large thermal mass (i.e., specific heat capacity multi-
plied by mass) with respect to the samples 17 to facilitate
stable, constant and uniform temperature operation, which is
useful in performing isothermal reactions. The heater element
22 may take any of a variety of forms including resistors or
resistive elements, radiant elements or other sources of heat.
For example, the heater element 22 may take the form of a
thin-film KAPTON heater with an aluminum foil backing,
commercially available from Minco. Such a heater element
22 may be directly positioned on or attached to the receiver
12.The cooling elements may likewise take a variety of forms
including refrigerator coils and/or heat sinks.

The thermal control subsystem 20 may further include an
interface 26 to receive an indication (indicated by arrow
Trzr) of a desired or set temperature for the reactions. In
some embodiments, the thermal control subsystem 20 may
include a temperature or heater controller 28 to actively con-
trol the heater element 22 and/or a cooling element. For
example, the thermal control subsystem 20 may include one
or more temperature sensors 30 operable to detect a tempera-
ture at least proximate the sample holders 16 that is indicative
of'a temperature of a biochemical reaction within the sample
holders 16. For example, the temperature sensor 30 may
detect a temperature of the receiver 12 at one or more loca-
tions. The temperature or heater controller 28 may compare
the temperature detected by the temperature sensor 30 to the
desired or set temperature TREF, and produce appropriate
control signals (indicated by arrow 32) to adjust operation of
the heater element 22. The temperature or heater controller 28
may take a variety of forms including, but not limited to
microcontrollers, microprocessors, digital signal processors
(DSPs), application specific integrated circuits (ASICs), field
programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), comparators, discrete
circuit components, or the like. For example, the heater con-
troller 28 may take the form of an ON-OFF controller, for
instance an ON-OFF controller commercially available from
Minco as part no. Heaterstat, CT198-1007R25L1. In some
embodiments, heat 24 is provided through the receiver 12 via
one or more channels 34 formed in the receiver 12. This may
advantageously spread the heat more evenly throughout the
receiver 12.

The isothermal reaction system 10 may include an excita-
tion subsystem 40 operable to excite each of a number of
samples 17 contained in respective ones of a plurality of the
sample holders 16 with electromagnetic energy while the
sample holders 16 are received and supported in the recep-
tacles 14 of the receiver 12. The isothermal reaction system
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10 may also include a detection subsystem 42 operable to
detect emission of electromagnetic energy from the samples
17 contained in a respective ones of the sample holders 16
while the sample holders 16 are received and supported in the
receptacles 14 of the receiver 12.

The excitation subsystem 40 includes a first plurality of
excitation sources 44a (collectively 44, only one called out
for sake of clarity ofillustration). Each of the first plurality of
excitation sources 44 is positioned to direct the electromag-
netic energy toward at least a portion of a respective one of the
sample holders 16 received in a respective one of the recep-
tacles 14 of the receiver 12.

The excitation subsystem 40 may optionally include a sec-
ond plurality of excitation sources 46a (collectively 46, only
one illustrated, removed for sake of clarity of illustration).
Each of the second plurality of excitation sources 46 is posi-
tioned to direct the electromagnetic energy toward at least a
portion of a respective one of the sample holders 16 received
in arespective one ofthe receptacles 14 of the receiver 12. The
electromagnetic energy directed by the second plurality of
excitation sources 46 may be of a different wavelength or
different bands of wavelength than the electromagnetic
energy directed by the first plurality of excitation sources 44.
In some embodiments, at least one filter 48 (only one illus-
trated for sake of clarity of drawing) is positioned between at
least one excitation source 44, 46 and the at least one of the
sample holders 16 when the sample holder 16 is received by
arespective receptacle 14 of the receiver 12. For example, the
filter 48 may take the form of an amber cast acrylic sheet (e.g.,
PLEXIGLASS), which forms a very sharp long pass optical
filter at approximate 550 nm.

The excitation sources 44, 46 may, for example, take the
form of light emitting diodes (LEDs). The LEDs may be
operable to emit electromagnetic energy in at least an optical
portion of the electromagnetic spectrum between an ultravio-
let portion of the electromagnetic spectrum and an infrared
portion of the electromagnetic spectrum, inclusive. For
example, the first plurality of excitation sources 44 may
include a number of LEDs which are operable to emit elec-
tromagnetic energy in a first band, and the second plurality of
excitation sources 46 may include a number of LEDs which
are operable to emit electromagnetic energy in a second band,
different than the first band. The bands may be distinct, and
these distinct bands may, or may not overlap. Increasingly
powerful LEDs in multiple colors with small formats are
becoming commercially common. For example, a suitable
LED may be commercially available form Sunbrite as SSP-
01TWB7UWBI12 12V 470 nm Blue LED. Alternatively, all
excitations sources 44, 46 may emit at the same wavelengths,
and filters used to produce different excitation from the
respective excitation sources 44, 46.

In particular, the excitation sources 44, 46 may be posi-
tioned at least partially in respective ones of a number of
passages 50 (only one called out in FIG. 1, for sake of clarity
of'illustration) formed in the receiver 12. A portion of each of
the excitation sources 44, 46 is proximate (e.g., less than 2
mm, or less than about 1 mm) respective ones of the recep-
tacles 14. This locates the excitation sources 44, 46 close to
the sample holders 16, for example within 2 mm or 1 mm,
improving analysis and, for at least some methods of ampli-
fication making analysis possible where it might not other-
wise be possible with conventional excitation sources. In at
least one embodiment, each of the excitation sources 44, 46
are positioned with respect to the receiver 12 to direct the
electromagnetic energy toward only a base portion 52 of a
sidewall of the respective sample holder 16 when the sample
holder 16 is positioned in the respective one of the receptacles
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14. This may be advantageous since the sample 17 is likely to
collect at the bottom of the sample holder 16, under the
influence of gravity.

The excitation subsystem 40 may also include an excitation
controller 54, operable to control the operation of the excita-
tion sources 44, 46 via appropriate signals (indicated by
arrow 56). For example, the excitation controller 54 may
control when the excitation sources 44, 46 emit electromag-
netic energy. Additionally, or alternatively, the excitation con-
troller 54 may control the duration during which the excita-
tion sources 44, 46 emit electromagnetic energy.
Additionally, or alternatively, the excitation controller 54
may control the level or magnitude of electromagnetic energy
emitted by the excitation sources 44, 46. Additionally, or
alternatively, the excitation controller 54 may control the
wavelength or band of wavelengths emitted by the excitation
sources 44, 46. The signals 56 may take any of a variety of
forms including, but not limited to currents, voltages, imped-
ances, light, radio frequency, and/or microwave signals.

The detection subsystem 42 may include one or more
detectors 60a (collectively 60, only one called out for sake of
clarity of illustration). Each of the detectors 60 is positioned
to detect electromagnetic energy emitted by the sample in a
sample holder 16 while the sample holder 16 is received in a
respective one of the receptacles 14 of the receiver 12. In
some embodiments, at least one filter 62 is positioned
between the detectors 60 and the respective sample holder 16
when the sample holder 16 is received by the respective
receptacle 14 of the receiver 12. The filter 62 may, for
example, substantially block wavelengths emitted by the
excitation sources 44, 46, while substantially passing wave-
lengths emitted by the samples 17 (e.g., fluorescence) in
response to the excitation. The filter 62, may for example,
take the form of a 532 nm optical band pass filter.

The detectors 60 of the detection subsystem 42 may, for
example, take the form of photodiodes, photodetectors, or
other electromagnetic sensitive devices. The detectors 60
may, for example, be responsive to electromagnetic energy in
at least of a portion of the electromagnetic spectrum between
an ultraviolet portion of the electromagnetic spectrum and an
infrared portion of the electromagnetic spectrum, inclusive.
The detectors 60 may, for example, include a number of
photodiodes that are responsive to electromagnetic energy in
a portion of the electromagnetic spectrum that is different
from the portion of the electromagnetic spectrum in which the
excitation sources 44, 46, for example LEDs. A variety of
photodiodes may be suitable. For example, a single chip
design photodiode with a built in amplifier may be commer-
cially available from Texas Instruments as OPT101. A pho-
todiode with three color detection (RGB) and individual out-
puts for each color may be commercially available from
Hamamatsu as S9702. A line-of-sight or field-of-view of the
photodiodes 60 may be arranged perpendicular to a principal
direction or axis of emission of the excitation sources 44, 46.
Such may prevent the emission by the excitation sources 44,
46 from interfering with or creating excessive noise for the
detectors photodiodes 60, reducing or eliminating the need
for filtering.

In particular, the detectors 60 may be positioned at least
partially in respective ones of a number of openings 64 (only
one called out in FIG. 1, for sake of clarity of illustration)
formed in a bottom or lower face 63 of the receiver 12. A
portion of each of the detectors 60 is proximate (e.g., less than
2 mm, or less than about 1 mm) respective ones of the recep-
tacles 14. This locates the detectors 60 close to the sample
holders 16, for example within 2 mm or 1 mm, improving
detection and, for at least some methods of amplification,
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making analysis possible where it might not otherwise be
possible with conventional excitation sources and detectors
with or without lenses, reflectors or other optical elements. In
at least one embodiment, each of the detectors 60 are posi-
tioned with respect to the receiver 12 to be proximate the base
portion 52 of the respective sample holder 16 when the
sample holder 16 is positioned in the respective one of the
receptacles 14. This may be advantageous since the sample 17
is likely to collect at the bottom of the sample holder 16, under
the influence of gravity. Where the sample holder 16 is not
elongated, for example a flat plate or tape, the detectors 60
may alternatively be positioned above the receptacles 14 of
the receiver 12.

The detector subsystem 42 may include a detection con-
troller 66, operable to receive and process data detected by the
detectors 60. The detection controller 66 may receive signals
encoding data or other information (indicated by arrow 67)
from the detectors 60. For example, the detection controller
66 may transform analog signals to digital signals. Also for
example, the detection controller 66 may otherwise prepro-
cess signals, for instance performing electronic filtering. The
signals 67 may take any of a variety of forms including, but
not limited to currents, voltages, impedances, light, radio
frequency, and/or microwave signals. The detection control-
ler 66 may take a variety of forms, for example hardware,
software stored in a storage device, firmware or a combina-
tion of such. The detection controller 66 may, for example, be
implemented by a general purpose computer executing
instructions that cause the general purpose computer to func-
tion as a special purpose machine. The detection controller 66
may be implemented as a microcontroller, microprocessor,
DSP, ASIC and/or FPGA, or as discrete electrical and/or
electronic components.

The detector subsystem 42 may include an analysis sub-
system 68. The analysis subsystem 68 may receive raw or
preprocessed data or information (indicated by arrow 69)
from the detection controller 69. The analysis subsystem 68
may analyze the data 69 according to a variety of known
protocols and protocols to be developed. For example, the
analysis subsystem 68 may analyze the data 69 for matches
between nucleic acids. The analysis subsystem 68 may take a
variety of forms, for example hardware, software stored in a
computer-readable storage device 65, firmware or a combi-
nation of such. The analysis subsystem 68 may, for example,
be implemented by a general purpose computer executing
instructions that cause the general purpose computer to func-
tion as a special purpose machine. The analysis subsystem 68
may be implemented as a microcontroller, microprocessor,
DSP, ASIC and/or FPGA, or as discrete electrical and/or
electronic components. In some embodiments, the analysis
subsystem 68 or its functions may be part of, or implemented
by the detection controller 66. In other embodiments, the
detection controller 66 or its functions may be part of, or
implemented by the analysis subsystem 68. Preprocessing
may, for example include real-time signal averaging, fol-
lowed by non-causal zero phase digital post processing digital
filtering. In some embodiments, a differential instrumenta-
tion amplifier may be used to interface with a universal serial
bus (USB) analog digital converter.

FIGS. 2A-2E show a receiver 12, according to one illus-
trated embodiment. The receiver 12 may take the form of an
elongated metal bar. The receiver 12 may, for example, be
formed from aluminum.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2A-2E, the
receiver 12 has the plurality of receptacles 14 formed in an
upper face 70 of the metal bar. Each of the receptacles 14 has
a diameter that is sized to closely receive a diameter of a
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respective one of the sample holders 16. The receiver 12 may
include a pair of angled faces 72a, 725, each forming an
obtuse angle 74a, 745 between with the upper face 70. Each
of the angled faces 72a, 726 may have a respective set of
passages 50a, 505 (only four of each called out in FIGS.
2B-2D). Each of the passages 50a, 506 extends from an
exterior of the receiver 12 to an interior of the receiver 12,
providing communication with a respective one of the recep-
tacles 14. Each of the passages 50a, 505 may receive at least
a portion of a respective one of the excitation sources 44a,
445b. As noted above, the receiver 12 has a large thermal mass.
For example, the receiver 12 may have a thermal mass ten
times greater than the thermal mass of the samples 17.

FIG. 3 shows an isothermal reaction and analysis system
100, according to another illustrated embodiment, particu-
larly suited for use with non-elongated sample holders, for
example plates or other substrates. Structures which are iden-
tical or similar to previously described embodiments are
called out with the same reference numbers are previously
used.

In particular, a receiver 112 has the plurality of receptacles
114 (only one called out in FIG. 3, for sake of clarity of
illustration) formed in an upper face 170 of the metal bar.
Each of the receptacles 114 has a diameter that is sized to
closely receive a diameter of a respective one of the sample
holders. The sample holders may, for example, take the form
of' wells 116 (only one called out in FIG. 3 for sake of clarity
of illustration) formed on a plate, microfluidic cartridge or
other substrate 117. Plates or substrates 117 may, for
example, be compatible with ANSI/SBS standards 1-2004,
2-2004, 3-2004 and 4-2004. For example, the receptacles 14,
114 may are spaced from one another by a distance selected
from 2.25 mm, 4.5 mm and 9 mm.

The receiver 12 may further have anumber of passages 150
(only one called out in FIG. 3 for sake of clarity ofillustration)
formed in a lower face 163 that is opposed to the upper face
170. Each of the passages 150 extends from an exterior of the
metal bar to an interior in communication with a respective
one of the receptacles 114. Excitation sources, for example
LEDs 144 (only one called out in FIG. 3 for sake of clarity of
illustration) are positioned at least partially in respective ones
of the passages 150 with a portion of each of the LEDs 144
proximate respective ones of the receptacles 114. This locates
the LEDs 144 proximate the wells or sample holders 116
when the wells or sample holders 116 are received in the
receptacles 114. Such may facilitate analysis, or make analy-
sis possible for some amplification processes where such
would not otherwise have been possible using existing exci-
tation sources.

Detectors, for example, photodiodes 160 may be posi-
tioned relatively above the receiver 112, aligned with respec-
tive receptacles 114. The photodiodes 160 may, for example,
be carried by a common substrate, for example a circuit board
171. A line-of-sight or field-of-view of the photodiodes 160
may be arranged collinearly or coaxially or parallel to a
principal direction or axis of emission 173 (only one shown
for clarity of illustration) of the LEDs 144. Filters 62 may be
positioned between the photodiodes 160 and the wells 116
when the wells 116 are received in the receptacles 114. Such
may prevent the emission by the LEDs 144 from interfering
with or creating excessive noise for the photodiodes 160.

Some embodiments, the system 10, 100 may take the form
of'a binary format device. In such embodiments, some of the
receptacles 14, 114 may receive sample holders 16, 116 hold-
ing a reference sample while other receptacles 14, 114 may
receive sample holders 16, 116 holding a target sample under-
going reaction and/or analysis. In such an embodiment the
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system 10, 100 may provide a binary response (e.g., YES/NO,
POSITIVE/NEGATIVE). The reference sample may, for
example, have a complete amplification mixture without a
trigger. A reference signal from the reference sample may be
automatically subtracted from the signal representing the
unknown sample, for example via an instrument amplifier
integrated circuit. The instrument amplifier integrated circuit
may turn ON LEDs or other indicators if a voltage difference
(i.e., amplification) is detected. 8-pin photodiodes may be
coupled via respective 10-pin vertical DIP sockets, allowing
the heater or a cooling element to be mounted directly to a
main circuit board in the binary format device.

In some embodiments, the excitation sources 44, 46, 144
may be modulated in order to enhance the signal-to-noise
ratio at the detectors 16, 116, reduce the effect of background
noise, and/or enable multiplexing. For instance, excitation
controller 54 may pulsed (ON/OFF) or modulated LEDs 144
at a well defined frequency, and the detected signal obtained
by the photodiode 160 or other detector may be Fourier trans-
formed, for example by detection controller 66 or analysis
subsystem 68, to identify the component of the response
signal at the same frequency as that of the excitation source
44, 46, 144. Such can be used, for example, to eliminate noise
from ambient illumination. Similarly, selecting well-defined
modulation or pulsing frequencies for the excitation sources
44, 46, 144, and extracting the component of the response at
the same frequency enables the signal-to-noise ratio to be
improved, even where noise is characterized as having a
broad spectrum of frequencies.

In some embodiments, multiplexing may be achieved with
respect to the excitation sources 44, 46 and/or detectors 60
using different pulsing or modulation frequencies. Such may
allow various frequency components of the detector signal to
characterize the response of the sample to different excitation
source/filter combinations. This may allow two or more labels
(e.g., fluorescent tags or markers) to be detected using a single
detector 60, reducing the cost of the device. Each defined
frequency component corresponds to the excitation of the
appropriate fluorophore by its specific excitation source/filter
combination. For example, the excitation controller 54 may
operate a first excitation source 44 associated with a recep-
tacle 14 at a first frequency to emit at a first wavelength, and
operate a second excitation source 46 associated with the
same receptacle 14 at a second frequency to emit at a second
wavelength, different from the first wavelength. The sample
71 in the receptacle 14 may have two or more biochemical
reactions taking place, a first reaction which produces fluo-
rescence in response to the first wavelength and the second
reaction which produces fluorescence in response to the sec-
ond wavelength. A single detector 60 produces a response
signal in response to the fluorescence that results from both
the first and second wavelengths of excitation. The detection
controller 66 or analysis subsystem 68 may demodulate the
response signal based on the first and the second frequencies,
to determine information about the first and the second bio-
chemical reactions (e.g., whether reactions occurred, to what
extent reactions occurred, products of reactions, etc.). In
some embodiments, the excitation controller 54 may operate
all of the first plurality of excitations sources 44 at the first
frequency and all of the second plurality of excitation sources
46 at the second frequency. In other embodiments, the exci-
tation controller 54 may operate each of excitations sources
44, 46 at a respective frequency. In some embodiments, the
excitation controller 54 may vary a current supplied to the
excitation sources to vary the emission wavelength of the
excitation source. Such may advantageously reduce the total
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number of excitations sources without reducing the amount
of information about the biochemical reactions that may be
derived.

In some embodiments, the system 10, 100 may be used to
measure the growth of cells that express various fluorescent
proteins.

In one embodiment, the system 10, 100 may be constructed
by assembly of electronic components and computer numeric
controlled (CNC) machining. A 96 well aluminum plate (Bio-
smith, 81001), designed to accommodate 200 pl tubes, may
be cut down in size to provide a row of 8 wells. Two DELRIN
plastic parts may be machined (e.g., CNC machined) to pro-
vide separate holders for the LED and the combination of the
photodetector and optical filter. Each DELRIN part has clear-
ance holes for 4-40 screws, which mate to the aluminum 8
well vessel. Two holes may be tapped in the aluminum 8 well
vessel to accommodate 4-40 screws, which align with the
DELRIN clearance holes. A 10 M feedback resistor is con-
nected to the output and input pins of the OPT101 photode-
tector from Texas Instruments. The photodetector may be
powered with two 9 Volt batteries for positive and negative
supply voltages. Voltage regulators, LM7808 and LM7908
regulate the voltage to the photodetector at positive and nega-
tive 8 Volts, respectively. The output of the OPT101 photo-
detector may be connected to the differential inputs of an INA
118P instrumentation amplifier from Texas Instruments. The
gain of the amplifier may be set to 51 using a 1 kQ resistor.
The output from the OPT101 is connected to the single ended
inputs of channel 0 of a USB analog to digital converter
(PMD1208LS, Measurement and Computing). A separate 9
Volt battery may supply voltage to an LM7808 voltage regu-
lator, which supplies current to an LED in series with a 470€2
resistor. Holes in the aluminum 8 well vessel may be
machined to allow the fluorescence excitation light to pen-
etrate a transparent 200 microliter tube and to allow the emis-
sion light to be detected by a photodetector. A thin-film Kap-
ton heater with an aluminum foil backing, purchased from
Minco, may be adhered to the side wall of the aluminum 8
well vessel. The heater may be electrically connected to a
resistance-matched, Minco on-off controller (Heaterstat,
CT198-1007R251.1), which is connected to an AC to DC
transformer. The controller may be adjusted to provide a
temperature set point required by the reaction. The generic
200 pl tube (Biorad) may be filled with the EXPAR amplifi-
cation reaction and Sybr Green II. An oligonucleotide
sequence to initiate the EXPAR reaction may be added to the
sample holder (reaction tube), at 0 degrees C., external to the
device. The sample holder (reaction tube) may be placed in
the appropriate receptacle of the aluminum 8 well/receptacle
vessel. A LABVIEW program may be initiated to average the
incoming, sub-volt signal for one second. The result may be
plotted and stored to a text file. The resulting text file may be
processed by Matlab with a non causal zero phase distortion
digital filter routine using a twenty second signal processing
window.

In some embodiments, the sample holders 16, 116 may, for
example, take the form of Society for Biomolecular Screen-
ing (SBS) standard format tubes. Such tubes are typically low
cost, and disposable. In some embodiments, the sample hold-
ers 16, 116 may take the form of wells formed in plates or
other substrates, for example plates or substrates that are
compatible with ANSI/SBS standards 1-2004, 2-2004,
3-2004 and 4-2004. In some embodiments, the sample hold-
ers 16, 116 may take other forms, with specific geometries
and material properties to facilitate reaction, assaying or other
functions.
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At least a portion of each of the sample holders 16, 116
comprises a material that passes at least a portion of electro-
magnetic energy emitted by the excitation sources 44,46, 144
of the excitation subsystem 40. At least a portion of each of
the sample holders 16, 116 comprises a material that passes at
least a portion of the electromagnetic energy emitted by
samples held in the sample holders 16, 116 in response exci-
tation by electromagnetic energy from the excitation sources
44, 46,144. In this respect, it is noted that the electromagnetic
energy emitted by the samples (e.g., florescence) may be
different or have a different set or band of wavelengths than
the electromagnetic energy emitted by the excitation sources
44, 46, 144 of the excitation subsystem 40. In particular, at
least a bottom portion of the sample holder 16, 116 provides
an optical path between an exterior of the sample holder 16,
116 and an interior 200 of the sample holder 16, 116. Typi-
cally, all or substantially all of the sample holders 16, 116 will
be formed of or including a coating of a same material,
without a transition of materials along the length or around a
perimeter of the sample holders 16, 116. The sample holder
may be formed from the filtering material or with the filtering
material included, or the filtering material may take the form
of one or more coatings or layers applied on an exterior or
interior, to become an integral part of the sample holder 16,
116.

In some embodiments, at least a portion of each of the
sample holders 16, 116 comprises a material that additionally
filters out a portion of electromagnetic energy emitted by the
excitation sources 44, 46, 144 of the excitation subsystem 40.
Such may advantageously eliminate the use of separate filters
48, 62. For example, such material may substantially block
wavelengths that would interfere with the detectors 60, while
passing wavelengths that excite the samples. Such may addi-
tionally, or alternatively protect the contents of the sample
holders 16, 116 from ambient electromagnetic energy.

In some embodiments, at least a portion of the sample
holders 16, 116 comprises a material that additionally, or
alternatively, filters out a portion of the electromagnetic
energy emitted by the samples held in the sample holders 16,
116 in response excitation by electromagnetic energy from
the excitation sources 44, 46, 144 of the excitation subsystem
40. In this respect, it is noted that the material may filter out a
first wavelength, set or band of wavelengths emitted by the
excitation subsystem and may filter out a second wavelength,
set or band of wavelengths emitted by samples, where the first
and the second wavelengths, set or band of wavelengths are
different from one another, which first and second wave-
lengths, sets or bands of wavelengths may, or may not, be
overlapping.

The sample holders 16 may advantageously be sealed dur-
ing use, preventing contamination. In particular, the sample
holder 16 may have an upper portion that is selectively seal-
able, for example via a cap 202, or adhesive, epoxy or via the
sealing of edges forming a perimeter of an opening via heat
and/or application of force.

The disclosed embodiments provide a low cost, high speed
and effective solution to performing biochemical reactions
such as isothermal amplification and/or analysis of the results
of'suchreactions. The disclosed embodiments further provide
a reaction and/or analysis device that is light weight, has a
small form factor, for example being handheld, and hence is
portable. The disclosed embodiments are capable of operat-
ing with existing sample holders, avoiding the need to stock
multiple types of sample holders or the need to replace exist-
ing stocks of sample holders. The disclosed embodiments
advantageously permit excitation and detection to occur
through the sidewalls of a sample holder, eliminating the need
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for flat bottom wells or flat lids. Further, the disclosed
embodiments allow real time collection and/or analysis of
data during biochemical reactions. Such may permit quanti-
fication, rather than simply detection of a presence or absence
of a reaction product. The disclosed designs allow the elimi-
nation of light collecting optics due to the small footprint and
positioning of the excitation sources and/or detectors. The
disclosed designs advantageously allow simultaneous detec-
tion of fluorescence in multiple wells, increasing throughput
of the system. The disclosed designs also permit the use of
sample holders with relatively small surface-to-volume
ratios, compared with PCR thermal cycling devices. The dis-
closed designs also allow easy integration since excitation
and detection may be performed through the base portion of
the sidewall of the sample holders.

The various embodiments described above can be com-
bined to provide further embodiments. All of the U.S. patents,
U.S. patent application publications, U.S. patent applica-
tions, foreign patents, foreign patent applications and non-
patent publications referred to in this specification and/or
listed in the Application Data Sheet are incorporated herein
by reference, in their entirety.

The above description of illustrated embodiments, includ-
ing what is described in the Abstract, is not intended to be
exhaustive or to limit the embodiments to the precise forms
disclosed. Although specific embodiments of and examples
are described herein for illustrative purposes, various equiva-
lent modifications can be made without departing from the
spirit and scope of the disclosure, as will be recognized by
those skilled in the relevant art. The teachings provided herein
of the various embodiments can be applied to isothermal
reactors and/or analysis devices, not necessarily the exem-
plary nucleic acid amplification and analysis device generally
described above.

For instance, the foregoing detailed description has set
forth various embodiments of the devices and/or processes
via the use of block diagrams, schematics, and examples.
Insofar as such block diagrams, schematics, and examples
contain one or more functions and/or operations, it will be
understood by those skilled in the art that each function and/or
operation within such block diagrams, flowcharts, or
examples can be implemented, individually and/or collec-
tively, by a wide range of hardware, software, firmware, or
virtually any combination thereof. In one embodiment, the
present subject matter may be implemented via Application
Specific Integrated Circuits (ASICs). However, those skilled
in the art will recognize that the embodiments disclosed
herein, in whole or in part, can be equivalently implemented
in standard integrated circuits, as one or more computer pro-
grams running on one or more computers (e.g., as one or more
programs running on one or more computer systems), as one
or more programs running on one or more controllers (e.g.,
microcontrollers) as one or more programs running on one or
more processors (e.g., microprocessors), as firmware, or as
virtually any combination thereof, and that designing the
circuitry and/or writing the code for the software and or
firmware would be well within the skill of one of ordinary
skill in the art in light of this disclosure.

In addition, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the
mechanisms of taught herein are capable of being distributed
as a program product in a variety of forms, and that an illus-
trative embodiment applies equally regardless of the particu-
lar type of signal bearing media used to actually carry out the
distribution. Examples of signal bearing media include, but
are not limited to, the following: recordable type media such
as floppy disks, hard disk drives, CD ROMs, digital tape, and
computer memory; and transmission type media such as digi-
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tal and analog communication links using TDM or IP based
communication links (e.g., packet links).

The various embodiments described above can be com-
bined to provide further embodiments. All of the commonly
assigned US patent application publications, US patent appli-
cations, foreign patents, foreign patent applications and non-
patent publications referred to in this specification and/or
listed in the Application Data Sheet, including but not limited
to U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/307,253, filed Jun. 17,
2014, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/415,709, filed Mar.
8, 2012; U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/052,950, filed
Mar. 21, 2008; and U.S. provisional patent application Ser.
No. 60/896,452, filed Mar. 22, 2007 are incorporated herein
by reference, in their entirety.

These and other changes can be made to the embodiments
in light of the above-detailed description. In general, in the
following claims, the terms used should not be construed to
limit the claims to the specific embodiments disclosed in the
specification and the claims, but should be construed to
include all possible embodiments along with the full scope of
equivalents to which such claims are entitled. Accordingly,
the claims are not limited by the disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A system to support isothermal nucleic acid amplifica-
tion reactions in a plurality of samples, the system compris-
ing:

a receiver having a plurality of receptacles formed therein,
each of the receptacles sized to at least partially receive
and support a respective one of a plurality of sample
holders wherein the receiver has a large thermal mass
relative to a respective thermal mass of the samples;

an excitation subsystem including at least a first plurality of
excitation sources, each of the excitation sources having
a respective axis of emission and positioned to direct
electromagnetic energy toward at least a portion of a
respective one of the sample holders received in a
respective one of the receptacles of the receiver, the
excitation subsystem operable to emit electromagnetic
energy with a first wavelength sufficient to excite fluo-
rescence in each of the plurality of samples contained in
respective ones of the plurality of the sample holders
while the sample holders are received and supported by
the receiver;

a detection subsystem that includes a plurality of detectors,
each of the detectors having a respective line of sight and
positioned to detect fluorescence emission of electro-
magnetic energy at a wavelength that is different from
the first wavelength and which is emitted by a respective
sample contained in a respective one of the sample hold-
ers that are received and supported by the receiver, each
of the detectors positioned such that the respective line
of sight of the detector and the respective axis of emis-
sion of the respective excitation source are arranged at
an angle to reduce the detection of emission directly
from the excitation sources; and

a thermal control subsystem operable to at least approxi-
mately maintain an at least approximately uniform tem-
perature of the receiver at least approximately and said
temperature constant for a period of time sufficient to
perform an isothermal nucleic acid amplification on the
samples.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the excitation subsystem
includes a second plurality of excitation sources, each of the
excitation sources of the second plurality of excitation
sources positioned to direct the electromagnetic energy
toward at least a portion of a respective one of the sample
holders received in a respective one of the receptacles of the
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receiver, the electromagnetic energy directed by the excita-
tion sources of the second plurality of excitation sources
being of a wavelength that is different than the wavelength of
the electromagnetic energy directed by the excitation sources
of the first plurality of excitation sources.

3. The system of claim 2 wherein each of the excitation
sources is positioned completely within a respective passage
in the receiver to direct the electromagnetic energy toward
only a base portion of the respective sample holder when the

sample holder is positioned in the respective one of the recep- 10

tacles, the base portion at least proximate a bottom of the
sample holder when supported by the receiver.

4. The system of claim 1, further comprising:

at least one filter positioned between at least one excitation

source and the at least one of the sample holders when
the at least one of the sample holders is received by the
respective receptacle of the receiver.

5. The system of claim 1, further comprising:

at least one filter positioned between at least one of the

detectors and the at least one of the sample holders when
the at least one of the sample holders is received by the
respective receptacle of the receiver, the at least one filter
operative to filter at least a portion of the electromag-
netic energy emitted by at least one of the excitation
sources.

6. The system of claim 1 wherein the thermal control sub-
system includes at least one temperature sensor operable to
detect a temperature at least proximate the sample holders
that is indicative of a temperature of a biochemical reaction
within the sample holders and at least one heater element
operable to provide heat to the receiver in response to a
difference between the detected temperature and at least one
set temperature.

7. The system of claim 6 wherein the at least one heater
element is conductively thermally coupled to the receiver to
provide heat to the sample holders via the receiver.

8. The system of claim 1 wherein the detectors of the
detection subsystem include a number of photodiodes that are
responsive to electromagnetic energy in a portion of the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum between an ultraviolet portion of the
electromagnetic spectrum and an infrared portion of the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum, inclusive.

9. The system of claim 1 wherein the excitation subsystem
is operable to emit electromagnetic energy in a portion of the
electromagnetic spectrum between an ultraviolet portion of
the electromagnetic spectrum and an infrared portion of the
electromagnetic spectrum, inclusive.

10. The system of claim 1 wherein each of the sample
holders comprises a material that filters out a portion of elec-
tromagnetic energy emitted by the excitation subsystem and
passes a portion of electromagnetic energy emitted by the
excitation subsystem.

11. The system of claim 1 wherein the receptacles are
spaced from one another by a distance selected from 2.25
mm, 4.5 mm and 9 mm.
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12. The system of claim 1, further comprising:

at least one controller communicatively coupled to provide
control signals to at least one of modulate or pulsate the
excitation sources and to select a component of a

5 response signal from the detectors based on the modu-

lation or pulsation of the excitation sources.

13. The system of claim 12 wherein in use the at least one
controller performs a Fourier transformation on the response
signal to improve a signal-to-noise ratio of the system.

14. The system of claim 1, further comprising:

at least one controller communicatively coupled to provide

respective control signals to at least one of modulate or
pulsate the excitation sources at respective frequencies

15 and to select a component of a response signal from the

detectors based on the modulation or pulsation of the
excitation sources.

15. The system of claim 1 wherein there are at least two
excitation sources and one detector per receptacle, where

20 each of at least two of the excitation sources per receptacle

emit at different wavelengths, and further comprising:

at least one controller communicatively coupled to operate
a first one of the two excitations sources of a first recep-
tacle at a first frequency and a second one of the excita-
tion sources of the first receptacle at a second frequency,
different from the first frequency, and to demodulate a
response signal from the detector based on the first and
the second frequencies.

16. The system of claim 15 wherein in use the at least one
controller determines at least one piece of information about
a first isothermal nucleic acid amplification reaction occur-
ring in the first receptacle and at least one piece of information
about a second isothermal nucleic acid amplification reaction
occurring in the first receptacle based on the demodulated
response signal.

17. The system of claim 1, further comprising:

at least one controller communicatively coupled to vary a
current supplied to the excitation sources to cause each

40 of the excitation sources to emit a first wavelength at a

first time and a second wavelength different from the
first wavelength at a second time.

18. The system of claim 1 wherein the isothermal nucleic
acid amplification reaction is an isothermal nucleic acid
amplification reaction chosen from the group consisting of
strand displacement amplification, self-sustained replication,
nucleic acid sequence based amplification, transcription
mediated amplification, QQ beta replicase amplification, loop
mediated isothermal Amplification, and exponential amplifi-
cation reaction.

y

19. The system of claim 1 wherein each of the first plurality
of excitation sources is positioned to direct electromagnetic
energy toward only one of the plurality of receptacles.
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